
Alexandria Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee

Monthly Meeting, February 19, 2013

Present: Jonathan Krall (Chair), Jerry King (Vice Chair), James L. Durham, Larry D. Huffman, Jake 
Jakubek, Dave Levy, Michael Menchel, Bradley Rawls, Elizabeth Wright
Not present: Maitland Bottoms, Bruce Dwyer, Eric Wagner, Amos Desjardins, Police Liaison LT 
Bergin
Guests: Scott Anderson, Rich Clement, ? [I didn't catch his name]
City: Hillary Poole, Carrie Sanders, Dana Wedeles

Presentation. Immediately prior to the meeting, Ralph Buehler of Virginia Tech presented a lecture 
on Making Cycling Irresistible in Alexandria, Lessons from European and North American Cities. 
More than 25 people attended the presentation. We thank him for his delightful and informative 
presentation.

New Committee Members. We failed to note it at the meeting, but Jim Durham and Jake Jakubeck 
were recently appointed to BPAC.

Dana Wedeles of Parks Planning. Dana gave us a rundown of recent activities affecting 
bicycle/pedestrian paths in parks.

• A survey has been conducted relating to the six large parks in Alexandria, including Holmes 
Run and Four Mile Run.

• One of the concerns raised was security and the need for mile markers on trails. These will 
help with crime reporting and emergency response.

• Mile marker on the Holmes Run Trail were discussed. We were generally positive about the 
presentation, but suggested that the trail marked based on mile zero being at Chambliss 
crossing (approximately at the city limits). The long term plan would be to extend the 
markers to the trail that runs parallel to Eisenhower.

Hillary Poole of TE&S. Hilary is the new Complete Streets coordinator. Her work includes:
• Updating guidelines on bike parking, including more required per housing unit.
• Updating the bike rack request process with a new online form.
• Coordination with Planning and with a new TDM (Transportation Demand Management) 

staffer, to be hired in April.
• Keeping track of the paving list, so streets can be updated as they are repaved.
• Updating the bicycle and pedestrian mobility plan
• Updating guidelines for bicycle facilities (e.g., bike lanes versus sharrows at various levels 

of traffic speeds and volume)
• Access to transit (federal FTA grant), such as improved sidewalks near King and Callahan

Hillary mentioned upcoming street improvements:
• Bicycle parking corral and King and Union.
• Edsall and S. Pickett. It may be possible to add bike lanes here and fix up connection to 

Boothe Park
• Wilkes St bike lanes
• Chambliss and Morgan Streets
• Cameron and Prince Streets are under review for improvements.
• Additional bike route signs will be installed.
• Jim asked if Hillary could also add the on-going design effort for the King-Braddock-

Quaker intersection to her portfolio. 



• In response to Hillary's request, BPAC agreed to provide a letter of support for a New 
Freedom grant application for pedestrian mobility improvements at intersections near major 
transit facilities or ones with high pedestrian crashes.  

Carrie Sanders of TE&S. Carrie led a useful discussion as always.
• The issue of people parking in bike lanes came up. Carrie later indicated that those that find 

the incident should call the Alexandria Police Department non-emergency at 703 746 4444 
to report parking violations. For construction projects, permits are needed to block 
sidewalks or bike lanes.

• Street smart campaign is coming up (annual police crackdown on traffic violations). Carrie 
will try to get the police to focus on right-of-way violations and blown stop signs versus 
how many feet did the cyclist put down before proceeding (there is no legal requirement to 
put a foot down at a stop sign). She will keep us posted so we can try to smooth things out 
with local bike groups and use the campaign as an educational opportunity when the 
campaign starts.

Elizabeth mentioned that the announcer insulted BPAC at the GW Day Parade. He said something 
like “Look out pedestrians, the bicyclists are here.” We need to get in touch with the GW Parade 
people about this. Next year, we should provide the announcer talking points. 

Michael Menchel of the Election Committee.  Michael led us through the voting process: Chair, 
Vice Chair, and Secretary. In each case there was one nomination in advance and no additional 
nominations at the meeting. In each case Michael proclaimed and congratulated the winner without 
objection. The new officers are Jerry King (Chair), Jim Durham (Vice Chair) and Jonathan Krall 
(Secretary).

Calendar. Jim Durham distributed a calendar of public meetings for the next 90 days. It was noted 
that we need people to attend the Traffic and Parking Board meeting on 2/25 to support the bicycle 
parking corral at King and Union.

We expect our Police Liaison, LT Bergin will be able to attend our March meeting. This will be a 
good opportunity to address our questions relating to the Alexandria Police Department policies and 
practices.  

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm. Minutes respectfully submitted by Jonathan Krall.


