
Alexandria Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee

Monthly Meeting, March 18, 2013

Present: Jerry King (Chair), James L. Durham (Vice Chair), Jonathan Krall (Secretary), Bruce 
Dwyer, Larry D. Huffman, Jake Jakubek, Dave Levy, Michael Menchel, Elizabeth Wright
Not present: Maitland Bottoms, Amos Desjardins,  Bradley Rawls, Eric Wagner,  
Guests: Bob Hartt and Bonnie O'Day 
City: Hillary Poole, Carrie Sanders, Police Liaison Lt. Bergin, Christine Green, Susan Gygi

Secretary's report and minutes. Minutes had been circulated in advance and were accepted.

Revised Charter. The BPAC Charter had been circulated in advance and was accepted. The revised 
charter will be posted on the BPAC web site.

Lt. Bergin. Alexandria Police Department Liaison. Lt. Bergin gave a brief report, including 
discussion of the value of mile-markers on the Holmes Run and other trail for emergency response.

Christine Green of the Safe Routes Partnership. Christine gave an informative presentation on 
the Safe Routes to School program. While work along these lines occurred in the DC area as early 
as 1999, the modern program dates from 2005 at the federal level and from 2007 in the DC area. In 
Northern Virginia, it is contracted out to the non-profit Trails For Youth. Megan Brooks 
(megan@trailsforyouth.org) is the SRTS coordinator for all schools in Alexandria. Nationally, 
student biking and walking to school peaked at 50 percent many years ago, but has fallen to 13 
percent.

SRTS has funding for 2014, but is changing. If possible, we should contact Megan Brooks to make 
sure these funds are applied-for. For the future, this program is part of the “transportation 
alternatives” program that goes through VDOT via a competitive process. The VDOT person is Jim 
Elliot. Under the new program, 20 percent of funds must be matched with local funds.

There is a regional SRTS program called Fire Up Your Feet. It is intended to get students to be more 
physically active and includes resources and “challenges” for students and student groups.

Susan Gygi, Potomac Yard Project Manager. Susan spoke about the siting options for the new 
Metrorail station. The station is undergoing an environmental impact statement process and is 
expected to be open in 2017. She also spoke about the design of the bus rapid transit (BRT) line that 
is under construction to be open with a temporary alignment in 2014. It was explained that the BRT 
design includes no bicycle parking at all. This prompted discussion; Susan is working with Hillary 
to locate bicycle parking proximate to all of the BRT Route 1 stations. Staff is also looking into 
buses that would allow bicycles in the bus during off-peak times.

Hillary Poole, Complete Streets Coordinator. Hillary discussed the paving list, bicycle facilities 
to be designed and installed in conjunction with repaving, and other Complete Streets projects.

Streets to be repaved include: 
 W. Braddock Rd. This street currently has a wide outside lane (which counts as a cycling 

accommodation in most states). At the very least, these will be retained.
 Janney's Lane. There are places where the master plan calls for “climbing lanes” (a limited 

length bike lane in the uphill lane)
 Quaker Lane. The master plan calls for bike lanes, but this would probably require a road 

diet.



 Pitt St. Will have sharrows or possible bike lanes.
 Van Dorn. No plans for cycling accommodations.

Other streets to be worked on:
 Morgan St near Chamblis crossing: sharrows.
 W Glebe between S Glebe and Valley: bike lanes.
 Taylor run: climbing lane

Carrie Sanders, Bicycle and Pedestrian Planner. Capital Bikeshare is doing well, with revenues 
already close to the one-year projection (we are now at 6 months). During first quarter, we have 
more casual users than other stations in the system, indicating possible tourist activity. There was 
discussion of the CaBi contract with Alta. Per a separate contract negotiation and smaller number of 
stations, our operating cost structure per station is slightly different from that of Arlington and DC. 

Carrie also discussed the process for the new Bike/Ped Mobility Plan. This will begin with a report 
in May on the current plan, the status of that plan, and updated needs.

Bike to Work Day. In Market Square, Michael Menchel will greet people at the BPAC table and 
Jonathan Krall will be the on-stage MC. In Carlyle, Dave Levy will handle the BPAC table and Jim 
Durham will MC.

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm. Minutes respectfully submitted by Jonathan Krall.


