
Alexandria Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
 

Monthly Meeting, April 15, 2013 

 

Present: Jerry King (Chair), James L. Durham (Vice Chair), Jonathan Krall (Secretary), Larry D. 

Huffman, Jake Jakubek, Dave Levy, Michael Menchel, Elizabeth Wright 

Not present: Bruce Dwyer, Maitland Bottoms, Amos Desjardins, Bradley Rawls, Eric Wagner  

Guests: Scott Anderson, Rich Clement 

City: Hillary Poole, Carrie Sanders 

 

Secretary's report and minutes. Minutes had been circulated in advance and were accepted. 

 

Master Plan Update. We discussed the process for gathering BPAC input for the Bike/Ped Master 

Plan. Jim Durham will take point on this. Key elements to consider are current conditions, the 2008 

plan, the various Small Area Plans and our own wishes for new facilities (including where we think 

Capital Bikeshare stations should go). We discussed setting up a Google Map for the gathering of 

crowd-sourced input (people could log in and add comments on the map). Jim will look into it. We 

will meet in late May and in mid June with the aim of having a useful document on July 1. 

 

Trail Signage Law. There is now a state law that enables local jurisdictions to officially legalize 

stop signs that direct trail traffic to stop at intersections (the function of these signs, if any, is 

otherwise not clearly defined by state law). Local jurisdictions can also designate penalties for 

violation of these signs. BPAC does not endorse the enabling legislation and does not want to see 

these trail-directed stop signs legalized. We prefer to support current law, which is that trail users 

that are not in a crosswalk must yield to cross traffic and that cross traffic must yield to people who 

are in crosswalks. If signage is considered necessary, we prefer yield signs. 

 

Report from Carrie Sanders: 
 - City code update is on track. This will allow sidewalk riding except where prohibited (as with 

state law), remove the rule requiring bicycles to use sidepaths where provided (instead of the street),  

otherwise bring rules on bicycle operation on roadways in line with state rules, remove the 

registration requirement, and will keep the rule requiring helmets for children age 14 and under. 

 - Next steps on the code are a meeting of the Traffic and Parking Board and a public hearing for the 

City Council. 

 - In order to control sidewalk riding in Old Town, the city may institute a "King Street Overlay 

Zone where sidewalk riding is prohibited. This is similar to the central business district in DC, 

where the same restriction applies. 

 - Capital Bikeshare (assuming it is funded) will be moving forward with public meetings, 

beginning with the Del Ray Citizens Association via their Land Use Committee. The expectation is 

that some new stations will be in Del Ray, some will be in Carlyle, and that developers will cough 

up a station or two. It was also noted that Capital Bikeshare has new survey data on usage. 

 - Bike to Work Day is on track, with increased registrations, relative to last year, at Carlyle and 

Mark Center. BPAC will have a table with sign-up sheets (to get on the e-mail list) and fliers. 

 

Report from Hillary Poole: 
 - Hillary shared a map of planned projects for this year. One interesting project is the idea of having 

daytime bike lanes on King just west of the Metro station. At night people would be allowed to park 

cars in these lanes. This is on the uphill route near the Masonic Temple.  

 - Hillary is working on prioritization. Priority goes to squeaky wheels and to places with actual 

problems with crashes (not just perceived danger zones, which can actually be very safe). 



 - 13 locations have been identified, each of which have had more than 7 pedestrian-related crashes 

within the past 10 years. Four Mile Rd and Mt. Vernon Ave is the biggest problem area. Some work 

is already in progress. More HAWK signals may be added, though those are expensive. 

 - Hillary showed us the design for the improved bike box and sharrow-to-bike lanes upgrade on 

Commonwealth Ave just north of Mt Vernon Ave. This project will be the first in Alexandria with 

green paint to highlight the bike box and connecting bike lane. It will involve the removal of three 

car-parking spaces. 

 - Bike crash data is sparser and generally missing location information, such as the nearest cross 

street. 

 - Related to the bike crash issue, Rich Clement volunteered to look online for crowd-source 

information on bike crashes. Such info is sometimes found on mapping sites and on twitter. Rich 

will also see what if anything, WABA is up to on this and will report back to us. 

 - Hillary is also seeking information on existing "bike route" signage on designated bike routes 

(blue lines on the Alexandria bike map). Jim Durham will organize gathering this information. 

  
May Traffic and Parking Board meeting. Hillary and Carrie will be presenting the 

Commonwealth bike box and bike lanes as well as the update of the bicycling code. We will want to 

have BPAC members in attendance.  

 

Quaker Lane repaving project. Jim Durham reported on the discussion of the Quaker Lane 

repaving project that took place at the Seminary Hill Neighborhood Association. There was good 

attendance and strong support for bike lanes among the audience, but not necessarily among the 

Seminary Hill leadership. As a result of Jim's visit to Spokes Etc., several of their staff were in 

attendance. 

 

BPAC rides. These will be conducted in cooperation with the Velocity Bike Co-op. Jake Jakubek 

will work with them on the rides. 

  
BPAC bike friendly businesses. Scott Anderson talked briefly about his local bike friendly 

business idea. He will flesh the idea out for the next meeting. 

 

Earth Day. Dave Levy discussed Earth Day plans. Dave will set up the BPAC table, but will need 

volunteers to help do outreach. 

 

Beauregard Small Area Plan. Jim Durham and Jerry King sat through the City Council's lengthy 

discussion of the Beauregard Small Area Plan and are happy to report that the bike elements remain 

in the plan. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm. Minutes respectfully submitted by Jonathan Krall. 

 


