
Alexandria Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee

Monthly Meeting, June 17, 2013

Present: Jerry King (Chair), James L. Durham (Vice Chair), Jonathan Krall (Secretary), Bruce 
Dwyer, Larry D. Huffman, Jake Jakubek, Dave Levy, Michael Menchel,  Bradley Rawls
Not present:, Maitland Bottoms, Amos Desjardins, Eric Wagner, Elizabeth Wright
Guests: Scott Anderson, Randy Cole, Sean Crumley, Randy Dingwell, Vito Fiore (ACVA), Nate 
Macek
City: Hillary Poole, Carrie Sanders, Jerry Newcomb (sitting in for Lt. Mark Bergin)

Secretary's report and minutes. Minutes from the previous two meetings had been circulated in 
advance and were accepted.

Report from Jerry Newcomb: Officer Newcomb reports that there is funding for one or more 
additional red light cameras, which will add to the three that are already in place. He reports that the 
camera program has been generally successful in terms of reducing measured speeds and red-light 
running. BPAC recommends that new camera locations be chosen based on actual dangerous 
conditions rather than other considerations, such as citizen complaints.

New BPAC Member. Jerry King appointed Scott Anderson to the committee. We now have 14 
members.

Presentation by Vito Fiore of the Alexandria Convention and Visitors Association. Mr. Fiore is 
updating the ACVA web site information on bicycling and invites our comments. BPAC members 
are encouraged to send ideas to Mr. Fiore via e-mail. Mr. Fiore will keep us updated on this project.

Bicycle Friendly Business Project. Scott Anderson is leading this. Because it seems related to the 
ACVA issue, we decided to discuss this sooner rather than later. 
 - BPAC members are supportive of the project. 
 - We discussed the criteria. It was suggested that a BFB must have two or more of: bicycle parking, 
offer free water to cyclists, offer use of a restroom to the public, offer free bicycle maps. BFBs will 
be listed on the BPAC web site. 
 - BPAC will need to have some BFB stickers on hand (they can be found on line) to be sold to 
successful applicants such that the program will be revenue neutral or positive. 
 - Scott will cook up a draft application for us to work on before the next meeting with the aim that 
all that we will need to do is vote to approve it.

Report from Carrie Sanders:
 - Capital bikeshare has capital and operating funds for 8 more stations and capital funds for more 
beyond that. CaBi has high fare box recovery (ratio of income to operations). Ridership is still 
climbing. These 8 stations will be in by the end of 2013. The next set (of about 8) should be 
installed in 2014, assuming City Council allocates operational funding. In some cases, we may want 
to expand an existing station instead of, or in addition to, adding a new station (for example, the 
Waterfront station was expanded).
- Related to this, Nate Macek (here as a private citizen rather than as a Planning Commission 
member), requested that one or more stations be added in South Old Town, as was indicated in 
previous draft maps. BPAC notes that the City Council has stated that placement of the 2013 and 
2014 stations should be motivated by the need to cover all of Old Town, Del Ray and Carlyle. 
BPAC supports that goal and will advocate for stations in South Old Town as part of the 2014 
expansion.



- It was suggested by BPAC that draft maps that are being circulated include proposed station-
locations for 2014 and relevant Arlington locations within the Map boundaries, such as Shirlington
- The Bicycle Ordinance update was deferred until Tuesday 6/25. This is the final legislative 
meeting until September. No further public comments are allowed, but we can write to the City 
Council. The previous City Council public meeting got hung up on criteria for the disallowing of 
sidewalk riding. One Council Member suggested a ban on riding on narrow sidewalks, but such 
sidewalks are often on roads that many consider unsafe for riding. In the next proposal, sidewalk-
riding bans would still need to go before the Traffic and Parking Board for comment. It was noted 
that people riding bicycles on the sidewalk are already required to yield to pedestrians.

Report from Hillary Poole:
 - The planned pedestrian improvements for Del Ray (several painted crosswalks, plus other 
elements) should go in soon.
 - The Wilkes St Bikeway is still being re-designed. It will have sharrows rather than bike lanes on 
the street sections. There will be a stop sign for cyclists leaving the tunnel at Royal St. The off-street 
section of this bikeway just east of Rt 1 was discussed—it could use an upgrade (widening in some 
spots) and improved road/trail transitions. Hillary will look in to it.
 - The Commonwealth bike box will be upgraded very soon.
 - The Ft. Williams Parkway bike lanes are still moving towards approval. This may be come up at a 
Seminary Ridge civic association meeting. If so, BPAC will want to deliver support.
 - The King St. climbing lane (west of Russell Rd) received support from the Taylor Run Civic 
Association. 
 - “New Freedom” grant, an FTA funded program, was awarded to the city and will be used for 
pedestrian enhancements that improve access to transit at 4 locations in Old Town.
 - Two bike corrals went in this week, one in Del Ray (at VeloCity Co-op) and one in Old Town, 
about 1 block off King St.
 -  Redesign of the crosswalks at Rt. 1 and Potomac Ave, where the intersection is being partially 
rebuilt, is under discussion.
 - A signal study is going on in Old Town. It is not clear how this will help cyclists and pedestrians, 
but we may get some useful data.
 - Hillary is working on the Bicycle Friendly Community application, which is very detailed. The 
BFC program seems to be evolving as fast as the communities themselves.

Master Plan Update. Jim Durham is leading this. 
 - We discussed the ideas behind the BPAC “wish list,” the main one being that we want to upgrade 
the plan to include modern elements, such as cycletracks and bicycle boulevards.
 - We will have a goal of getting to a gold-level Bicycle Friendly Community.
 - We are concerned about upper-level city staff support for a bold plan, but we think they will 
support it.
 - We will meet with Transportation Planner Steve Sindiong soon. Steve will be leading this project 
for the city.
 - In the meantime, Hillary will keep putting in bike lanes. That is, this update should not introduce 
a delay.

BPAC rides. Jake Jakubek is leading this. The next ride will be July 6, the “Tour de Alexandria,” 
out of Beatley Library.

Documentation Project. Jim Durham is taking the lead this time. Counts will be conducted July 11 
and 13. Volunteers are still needed.

Other Items:



 - The next Small Area Plan in Alexandria will be Eisenhower West. We would like this to be a 
model of smarter growth, with bike-ped connections to nearby Metro stations and parks.

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm. Minutes respectfully submitted by Jonathan Krall.


