
Alexandria Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee

Monthly Meeting, July 15, 2013

Present: Jerry King (Chair), James L. Durham (Vice Chair), Jonathan Krall (Secretary), Bruce 
Dwyer, Dave Levy, Michael Menchel, Bradley Rawls
Not present: Scott Anderson, Steve Behler, Maitland Bottoms, Amos Desjardins, Larry D. Huffman, 
Jake Jakubek, Eric Wagner, Elizabeth Wright
Guests:  Justin Marks
City: Hillary Poole, Lt. Mark Bergin

Secretary's report and minutes. Minutes from the previous meetings had been circulated, but we 
do not have a quorum.

New BPAC Member. Since the last meeting, Jerry King appointed Steve Behler of Spokes Etc. to 
the committee. We now have 15 members.

Report from Lt. Bergin: Lt. Bergin provided useful information on red light cameras and 
pedestrian crashes. Red light cameras are located at Patrick and Gibbon, Patrick and Franklin and 
Duke and Walker. During FY13, these cameras recorded about 19,000 incidents, leading to about 
16,000 possible tickets (data shipped to APD) and about 13,000 actual tickets issued. Less than 100 
were disputed and were always sustained when the video was reviewed. This program brings in 
about $3-400,000 per year for the general fund (income isn't plowed back into road safety except 
indirectly via the budget process). 

For motor-vehicle/pedestrian crashes, the four worst intersections each had four crashes during the 
past three years. These were W Glebe and Mt Vernon, Henry and King, Patrick and Prince, and 
Danigerfield and Diagonal. In almost all cases the problem was turning movements. Related to this 
we discussed a recent campaign in Montgomery County aimed at ticketing drivers who don't yield 
to pedestrians in crosswalks. It is not clear that this is our biggest road safety problem, but might be 
considered for a future “street smart” campaign.

There were three recent pedestrian crashes and one bike crash. One was an “oblivious jogger,” two 
were blamed on drivers and the bike crash was a Dash bus running a cyclist off the road at 10:45 am 
on a Saturday.

Finally, we briefly discussed emergency communications and GIS systems. If anyone has done a 
good job of fitting trails into emergency response, we haven't heard about it yet (and we've been 
asking around).

Report from Carrie Sanders (delivered in advance via e-mail):

 - Updates to the Bicycling section of the City Code go to Traffic and Parking Board for approval on
May 20, 2013. After this public hearing, the City Code updates will go the City Council on June 11
(reading) and June 15 (public hearing).
 - Capital BikeShare: presentations to Transportation Commission (June 5), Environmental Policy
Commission (June 17), and Board of Architectural Review (June 19)
 - Chambliss Crossing: Culvert installation underway. Crossing completion date: end of summer 
(est.). Hillary Poole added that bike lanes on Chambliss St. will be implemented by the time the 
bridge is completed. 
 - Potomac Yard Trail is making progress and the section between Potomac Avenue and Braddock
Road is scheduled to be completed in 2013.



- In response to concerns about the asphalt condition on Eisenhower Ave. between Mill Rd. and
Holland Ln. Maintenance’s Department’s contractor, Kathmar, will perform some minor patching in
May. The contractor will address sections in the worst condition and will be limiting the funds 
utilized as we know this section is scheduled for widening and resurfacing in the next few years.

Report from Hillary Poole:
 - Rt 1 and Potomac Ave is being re-designed.
 - Paving is continuing: Braddock is finished (some sharrows added), Quantrell is next (bike lanes). 
Van Dorn may be next.
 - The Local Motion web site now has a Complete Streets page with the paving list and other 
information.
 - Parts of the Wilkes street bikeway is being re-designed. These include the intersection at Rt 1 and 
the nearby bike path connection. For the bike path, the idea is to widen it and stripe it as two bike 
lanes and one pedestrian lane.
 - The Bicycle Friendly Community application was submitted. We should hear the result by 
January.
 - Scope for Cameron and Prince St bike lanes are being worked on. Actual lanes are months down 
the road as they will want to get designs with multiple options for the public to consider.
 - The scope for the Master Plan update will include the creation of Complete Street guidelines. The 
master plan will also address future Capital Bikeshare locations. We reiterated that we want the 
Master Plan to be as ambitious as possible and to include a significant Capital Bikeshare system 
within Alexandria. 
 - The planned “climbing lane” for King St up to Janney's Lane may be instead bike lanes on both 
sides because few people park in that stretch of King. This may come up with in public in 
September. Bruce raised the ides of a bus//bike lane for the downhill side. Jonathan pointed out that 
cars commonly drive in the bus/bike lanes on 7th and 9th streets in DC.
 - Related to this discussion, it was pointed out that the Commission on Aging should generally be 
an ally for us. However, we will need to take the lead and then alert them to support us.

Public Comments (Kidical Mass): Guest Justin Marks asked about the presence, if any, of family-
focused Kidical Mass rides in Alexandria. These rides have been in DC and Arlington, but not 
Alexandria (as far as any of us know). Justin and other parents are interested. We expressed that we 
are happy to support this if we have a person who wants to lead the effort. Justin promised to stay in 
touch.

Bicycle Friendly Business Project. Scott Anderson is leading this but is not present. 

Northern Virginia Community College: Jim Durham reports that NVCC is re-configuring its 
campus roadways and may remove a useful bicycle connection on what is now East Campus Drive 
by closing it as a through route. As part of this work, they have the opportunity to upgrade the 
Beauregard sidewalk to a multi-user path, but have no plans to do so. This path is present on the 
west side of the road in Arlington to the north and is planned for the Beauregard small area plan to 
the south. Jim will go to State Delegates Krupicka and Herring to see if pressure can be brought to 
bear.

BPAC Priorities: Our priorities were discussed. These include the master Plan update, more bike 
lanes, following through with the bike ordinance change, more bikeshare, more 
engagement/outreach/press, the pedestrian network and the document counts. Feedback from 
committee members suggests that we stay focused on current priorities. A challenge is that new 
projects are driven by individual interest rather than collective planning. 



Lowering Speed Limits: Bruce Dwyer notes that Arlington has been dropping speed limits on some 
streets. He would like to identify streets that are good candidates for speed limits being lowered to 
25 miles per hour. He will keep us posted.

Budget Cycle: We need to identify our “asks” for the next budget cycle. What items on the 
unfunded CIP list or in the old master Plan are most important/ We would like to identify 2-3 “asks” 
and meet with City Council members in September.

Former Members: As previously discussed, we now list former members on the web site and give 
these former members the option of being on the members-bpac Google group. We will update this 
to list the years during which each member served on BPAC. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm. Minutes respectfully submitted by Jonathan Krall.


