
Alexandria Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee

Monthly Meeting, Wednesday January 22, 2014

Present: Jerry King (Chair), James L. Durham (Vice Chair), Jonathan Krall (Secretary), Larry D. 
Huffman, Jake Jakubek, Dave Levy, Michael Menchel, Elizabeth Wright
Not present: Scott Anderson (excused), Steve Behler, Amos Desjardins, Bruce Dwyer, David Kaplan, 
Bradley Rawls (excused), Eric Wagner
Guests:  Randy Cole
City: none this month

Secretary's report and minutes. This meeting was delayed from January 21 because of snow. Minutes 
from the November meeting were posted online but haven't been reviewed yet. 

BPAC Committee Update. Jerry took a moment to remind folks that we need committee members to 
be active.

Report from Sgt. Seckler of APD. None this month.

Report from TE&S staff. None this month because of the meeting was rescheduled, creating conflicts. 
However some information was sent in in advance.

- East Monroe meeting should be scheduled with Del Ray Civic Assoc. Transportation Committee for 
early March.

- Taylor Run at Janneys Lane intersection project to be discussed at Taylor Run Civic Assoc. on 
2/12/14.

- Complete Streets Update and Policy Reenactment to go to Council 2/11/14.

- Royal Street and Cameron/Prince awarded to Toole Design.

Public Comments. None this month.

King Street Bike Lane project. 

- On the day of this meeting it was announced that this project would be reviewed again by the Traffic 
and Parking Board (informational meeting January 27, Public hearing February 24) and a public 
hearing and vote by City Council (March 15).

- The official position of BPAC is that we continue to support the good work of city staff and the goals 
of the City Council. There was discussion of the sudden appearance of a new review process but no 
consensus as to the importance of this development. 

- We will follow through with our planned statement at the Saturday (1/25) City Council public 
hearing, but will simplify our planned statement and encourage our supporters to save their energy for 
the future public meetings.



- For the Traffic and Parking Board we will monitor the January 27 meeting (Jerry will attend) and 
generally repeat our performance for the TPB public hearing on February 24. 

- For the City Council, the techniques and players will be the same, but may of the talking points will 
differ. City Council is presumably more interested in broader questions and broader plans.

- Jim Durham and members of the Taylor Run Civic Association met with Paul Smedberg. Councilman 
Smedberg thinks that King St Bike Lane supporters are “arrogant” and are making intemperate remarks 
that imply that rich people have too much influence. 

- There was some discussion of the public claims that signs were being stolen and cars were being 
“keyed” by bike lane supporters. We find these claims offensive in the extreme. A member of the 
Taylor Run Civic Association admitted that recent instances of cars being keyed predate the bike lane 
debate. Jake Jakubek reported that he could find no police reports of this vandalism on line.

Events.

- The recent happy hour on January 9 went well, with about 15 attendees and good networking. City 
staffers were not in attendance and were missed.

- The next bike ride will be the “Arlington loop” on Saturday, February 15th, beginning at Spokes Etc.

- The President's Day parade is Monday February 17th. Michael Menchel has us signed up and will 
keep us posted.

- The February BPAC meeting, Tuesday Feb 18th, will be preceded by a lecture by Hillary Poole on 
Complete Streets. The lecture will be from 6:30 to 7:30 pm. The BPAC meeting will begin at 7:30 pm.

- Earth Day will be in April; Dave Levy will take the lead on BPAC participation.

Recognition. Michael Menchel was recognized for his work as a “Dependable Leader” at the Boys and 
Girls Club. The award was sponsored by Maytag, who provided a check for $20,000 for the Boys and 
Girls Club. BPAC is honored to be working with “Mr. Mike” (that's what the kids call him).

Committees and Commissions. There are a number of openings on city boards and commissions. We 
need to get more BPAC members and allies in these positions. Jerry King will apply for the 
Transportation Commission opening.

Bicycle Friendly Business Project. Jim is doing outreach to business leaders in the west end. He will 
promote this project.

Alexandria SPOKESwomen. Their most recent meeting was a planning session. They plan to do 
monthly events, including rides, social events and meetings. A lecture on infrastructure is planned.

Budget. The draft Alexandria budget is expected from the city Manager on February 23rd.

Coordination with WABA. Jerry, Jim and Jonathan participated in a conference call with Gregory 
Billing of WABA and with other regional advocacy leaders. Participants were invited to suggest region 
wide initiatives. One might be a campaign to allow bicycles in Metrorail at all hours. That would 



depend on a community leader outside of WABA taking the lead. If that happens WABA could help 
with networking and coordination. Another idea was the concept of a regional structure for advocacy, 
such as WABA lead efforts on specific issues in the various regions. We plan to remain supportive and 
see where this goes.

The meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm. Minutes respectfully submitted by Jonathan Krall.


