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Alexandria Black History Bike Tour 2021 
 
Overview 

 This tour explores some of the sites associated with Alexandria’s extraordinary Black history.  
 Please note that this is just a sampling of the many Black history sites in Alexandria. There are 

many more sites to learn about and many more stories that deserve to be told. 
 The route is about 13.4 miles long, with stops at nine sites.  
 Go to https://ridewithgps.com/routes/36097816 for cuesheets or turn-by-turn directions. 

 
0. Starting point: across from the King Street metro station, 1800 Diagonal Road 
At the Capital Bikeshare station 
 
Start your ride by turning right onto Diagonal Road, then turning right onto Reinekers Lane. At the traffic 
light, turn left onto Duke Street, then take the first right onto Holland Lane. At the next traffic light, turn 
left onto the sidewalk at the southwest corner of the intersection. Ride on the westside sidewalk of 
Holland Lane for a half block, then stop at the sculpture of three stylized trees.  
 
1. African-American Heritage Park, 500 Holland Lane 
Stopping point: by the sculpture. 
 
In 1885, the Silver Leaf (Colored) Society of Alexandria established the Black Baptist Cemetery just west 
of the Alexandria National Cemetery. Burial society members paid regular premiums to ensure that 
upon their deaths they would have a casket, funeral, and final resting place. The Black Baptist Cemetery 
was later abandoned and largely forgotten. Development plans in the 1980 and 1990s prompted City 
and contract archaeologists to study the site. They found evidence of more than 20 burials, with six 
identified headstones still in their original location.  
 
In 1995, the park was dedicated as the African-American Heritage Park. The park incorporates the 
Baptist Cemetery and eight additional acres. A wetland area provides a home for mallards, painted 
turtles, beavers, and crayfish.  
 

Jerome Meadows’ inspirational sculpture, titled 
“Truths That Rise From the Roots – 
Remembered,” is the park’s central point. The 
bronze memorial sculpture is in the form of 
three stylized trees, etched with names and 
groups in celebration of Black religious, 
cultural, social, and professional 
accomplishments. The names and images are 
an acknowledgment of some of those who 
served as the foundation, the builders, the 
source and substance of this historic and 
vibrant community.  
 
Sources: 

https://www.alexandriava.gov/historic/blackhistory/default.aspx?id=37348;  
https://www.alexandriava.gov/historic/info/default.aspx?id=42988.   
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Make a u-turn, and retrace your way back to Jamieson Avenue. Turn right onto Jamieson Avenue, then 
left onto S. West Street. At the next traffic light, turn right onto the sidewalk at the northeast corner of 
the intersection. Ride on the northside sidewalk of Duke Street for a half block, then stop at 1315 Duke 
Street. 
 
2. Freedom House Museum, 1315 Duke Street 
Stopping point: in front of the museum, by the historical marker.  
 
The Franklin and Armfield Slave Office at 1315 Duke Street 
was one of the largest slave trading companies in the country. 
John Armfield worked out of this office in Alexandria, buying 
enslaved people and readying them for transportation, either 
by overland trek or by ship. Isaac Franklin oversaw the 
Natchez and New Orleans offices, where the enslaved people 
were sold to owners of cotton and sugar plantations. 
“Amenities” at the slave pen included a kitchen, a tailor shop 
to make the enslaved people more attractive “commodities,” 
a hospital/infirmary, and outdoor courtyards to exercise and 
dine in.  
 
Franklin and Armfield were responsible for at least one-third 
of the enslaved people sold South during the 1820s and 
30s. During their heyday, they annually exported between a thousand and twelve hundred enslaved 
persons, and they owned three ships to transport the enslaved people by sea. Other slave trading firms 
later operated on this site until the Civil War.  
 
The Northern Virginia Urban League used to operate a small museum in the building’s basement. The 
City of Alexandria purchased the site in 2020, and plans to restore the building and expand the museum.   
 
Sources: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/blackhistory/BlackHistoryLessonPlanSlaveTra
ding.pdf; https://www.alexandriava.gov/news_display.aspx?id=114402.  
 
Make a u-turn and retrace your way back to West Street. Turn right onto N. West Street, then turn right 
onto Prince Street. Before the end of the block, stop at the historical marker for L’Ouverture Hospital, on 
your right.  
 
3. Historical marker for L’Ouverture Hospital, at Prince St. and S. Payne Street 
Stopping point: next to the historical marker 
 
During the Civil War, this entire block was a hospital for Black troops and contraband civilians. 
Contrabands were people who had escaped slavery and fled north. Many found a safe haven in 
Alexandria during the Civil War because of Union occupation.  
 
The hospital, which was named for Haitian revolutionary leader Toussaint L’Ouverture, opened in 
February 1864. About 1400 patients were admitted during 1864 and 1865. Buildings included barracks, a 
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cookhouse and mess room, linen room, office, sutler’s 
store, deadhouse, and dispensary. Some patients were 
housed in long canvas tents.  
 
In December 1864, a hearse carrying Private Shadrick 
Murphy was diverted from the nearby military cemetery 
to the Contrabands and Freedmen’s Cemetery. In 
response, L’Ouverture patients wrote and circulated a 
petition. Part of their petition stated, “we are now sharing 
equally the dangers and hardships in this mighty contest, 
and should shair [sic] the same privileges and rights of 
burial in every way with our fellow soldiers who only 
differ from us in color.” As a result, Black soldiers began 
to be buried in Alexandria National Cemetery, and those 
who had been buried at Freedmen’s Cemetery were disinterred and re-buried with their military 
brothers. 
 
Most of the wartime construction was dismantled in 1867, but the existing residence used as the 
hospital’s HQ still stands. There’s a marker around the corner by the front door of 219 S. Payne Street. 
 
Source: https://www.alexandriava.gov/historic/civilwar/default.aspx?id=73499.  
 
Continue east on Prince Street. Turn left onto S. Fairfax Street, then stop at the intersection of Fairfax 
and King Streets. 
 
4. Site of Benjamin Thomas’s lynching, southwest corner of Fairfax and King Streets 
Stopping point: find a parking spot on Fairfax Street. 
 
Around midnight on August 8, 1899, 16-year-old Benjamin Thomas was lynched by a White mob at this 
intersection. The mob attacked the city jail, dragged him half a mile while shooting, stabbing, and 
throwing things at him, and hanged him from a lamppost.  
 
Thomas had been arrested for allegedly assaulting the 8-year-old white girl who lived next door. Despite 
the girl’s inconsistent testimony, Thomas was ordered held at the Alexandria jail until his trial. A mob of 
500-2000 people ignored the mayor’s pleas to go home, overwhelmed the officers at the jail, and seized 
Thomas. The Times later reported that 200 shots were fired into Thomas’ body.  
 
The African American community mobilized to assist the Thomas family financially and to raise money to 
move Thomas’ body from his pauper’s grave into Douglass Cemetery. 
 
Despite their promises, local and state authorities never investigated the events of the lynching. There 
were no arrests or prosecutions of the perpetrators who killed Benjamin Thomas. 
 
The Alexandria Community Remembrance Project (ACRP) is a part of a national EJI Community 
Remembrance Project inspired by the National Memorial for Peace and Justice in Montgomery, 
Alabama. The memorial includes over 800 steel monuments, or pillars – one for each county in the 
United States where a racial terror lynching took place, with the names of the lynching victims engraved 
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on the pillars. Alexandria’s pillar has two names on it, Benjamin Thomas and Joseph McCoy. The ACRP is 
dedicated to telling the story of those two men. 
 
Sources: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/blackhistory/BenjaminThomasHistoricalNarr
ative.pdf; 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/blackhistory/McCoyLynchingNarrative04162
020.pdf.  
 
Turn right onto King Street, then take the first left onto N. Lee Street. Stop at the southeast corner of Lee 
and Cameron Streets, where there’s a historical marker on the lamppost.  
 
 
5. Site of Joseph McCoy’s lynching, southeast corner of Lee and 
Cameron Streets 
Stopping point: next to the historical marker on the lamppost. 
 
Joseph McCoy’s family had deep roots in Alexandria: his grandmother 
was born a free woman of color in Alexandria well before the Civil 
War. He grew up on South Alfred Street among his extended family of 
parents, siblings, cousins, aunts, and uncles. He began working for the 
Lacy family while still a young boy, likely as a farmhand. But when 
McCoy was 19, his employer, Richard Lacy, alleged that McCoy had 
sexually assaulted his daughter.  
 
McCoy was arrested without a warrant and held at the police station, 
present-day City Hall. After multiple attacks on the station, the white 
mob broke through, dragged McCoy one block, shot him, bludgeoned 
him with an ax, and hanged him. Newspaper accounts of the time 
suggest that he may have been dismembered or castrated as well, 
indignities often inflicted on Black males who were lynched for 
perceived indignities to White females. 
 
McCoy was buried in a pauper’s grave. The Virginia governor blamed 
the mayor for failing to respond to the repeated attacks. But no 
officials were ever held accountable, and no members of the white 
mob were ever arrested. 
 
Sources: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/blackhistory/ACRPRemembranceNewsletter
2021April.pdf; 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/blackhistory/McCoyLynchingNarrative04162
020.pdf.  
 
Turn left onto Cameron Street, cross N. Washington Street, and continue one block on Cameron Street. 
Turn right onto N. Columbus Street, then left onto Wythe Street. Stop in front of the Charles Houston 
Recreation Center, on your right. Look across the street toward the Black History Museum. 
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6. Black History Museum, 902 Wythe Street. 
Stopping point: across the street, in front of the Charles Houston Recreation Center. 
 
To circumvent integration of the whites-only Alexandria Library, the Alexandria Library Board of 
Directors and City Council rushed to construct a separate and unequal branch library for Alexandria’s 
Black citizens. The City Council named the library in honor of Robert H. Robinson, a Methodist minister 
and formerly enslaved man. He was also the grandson of Caroline Branham, Martha Washington’s 
personal maid.  
 
The Robinson library opened in April 1940 with a collection of 1,500 volumes. Most were castoffs from 
the Alexandria Library or donated used books. The first full-time Librarian, Evelyn Roper Beam, was a 
highly qualified African-American woman with superb credentials. She was paid only $720 per year, 
even though the white, part-time Alexandria Library Assistant Librarian and Cataloger was paid $1,940 
per year.  
 
Most of the patrons were elementary school and high school students who used the library’s resources 
to complete their schoolwork. The Robinson Library continued to serve the needs of African American 
Alexandrians, despite acknowledged, overcrowded conditions, until February 1959, when the Alexandria 
Library quietly integrated for African American adults and high school students. In July 1962, the 
Alexandria Library was fully integrated. 
  

In 1983, through the advocacy of 
the Parker-Gray Alumni and the 
Alexandria Society for the 
Preservation of Black Heritage, 
the Robert Robinson Library re-
opened as the Alexandria Black 
History Research Center. At first, 
staffing was provided on a 
volunteer basis by the members 
of these organizations. In 1987, 
the Alexandria City Council placed 
the operation of the Museum 
under the Office of Historic 
Alexandria and provided funding 

for an addition to the building that was completed in 1989. In 2004, the Black History Resource Center 
was renamed the Alexandria Black History Museum. 
 
In June 2021, the Black History Museum received a $243,356 grant from the IMLS Museum Grants for 
African American History and Culture. This prestigious grant will fund digitization of documents and 
other material from Alexandrian activists Ferdinand T. Day and Annie B. Rose, opera singer Ben Holt, and 
public relations icon Moss H. Kendrix.  The project will culminate in an exhibition on Moss H. Kendrix to 
open in the spring of 2023. 
 
Sources: https://www.alexandriava.gov/historic/blackhistory/default.aspx?id=37350; 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/historic/blackhistory/default.aspx?id=122869.  
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7. Earl Lloyd statue inside the Charles Houston Recreation Center, 901 Wythe Street 
Stopping point: in front of the recreation center. 
 
Earl Lloyd was born in Alexandria on April 3, 1928. He was raised on Montgomery Street and graduated 
from segregated Parker-Gray High School, formerly located at this site, in 1946. He received a 
scholarship to West Virginia State College, where he was a Black College All-American basketball player, 
led the team to two conference championships, and obtained his bachelor’s in physical education in 
1950. 
 

He was drafted by the Washington Capitols and 
made history on the night of October 31, 1950, 
when he became the first African American to 
play in the National Basketball Association (NBA). 
The team folded after just seven games. Lloyd 
was then drafted into the U.S. Army and served 
during the Korean War.  
After leaving the military, Lloyd returned to 
basketball in 1952, where he played in more than 
560 games in nine seasons before his retirement 
in 1960.  
 
In 1968, he made history again by becoming the 
NBA’s first African American assistant coach for 
the Detroit Pistons and was named their head 
coach for the 1971-1972 season. 
 
The statue inside the recreation center was 
unveiled on April 3, 2021, on what would have 
been Lloyd’s 93rd birthday. Speakers at the 

virtual ceremony included NBA Commissioner Adam Silver, NBA Hall of Famers Dave Bing and Sonny Hill, 
Detroit Pistons coach Ray Scott, and Lloyd’s sons Kenneth, Kevin, and David. 
 
Said Dr. Frank Enty, a teammate of Lloyd’s in college: “This means more than just a statue. It shows that 
someone coming from humble beginnings, from a segregated school in Alexandria, could rise and 
become a notable figure in the history of athletics. It means that any youngster who has the ambition, 
the determination, the stick-to-itiveness can also rise to great heights. That is what the statue really 
represents.” 
 
Sources: https://www.alexandriava.gov/recreation/info/default.aspx?id=121234; 
http://www.alexandriagazette.com/news/2021/apr/11/earl-lloyd-statue-unveiled/.  

Continue west on Wythe Street. At the traffic light near the Braddock Road metro station, bear left and 
continue onto E. Braddock Road. At the next traffic light, turn left onto Mt. Vernon Avenue. Turn right 
onto E. Walnut Street, then left onto Commonwealth Avenue. (Note: if you want to shorten the ride and 
avoid the hills, continue south from here on Commonwealth Avenue, which will take you back to the King 
Street metro station and the starting point of this ride.) Turn right onto W. Rosemont Avenue, then right 
onto King Street. Turn left onto Janneys Lane, cross Quaker Lane, and continue onto Seminary Road. Turn 
right to enter Virginia Theological Seminary, and stop at the area in front of the visitor center and chapel.   
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8. Virginia Theological Seminary, 3737 Seminary Road. 
Stopping point: area in front of the visitor center and chapel. 
 
Virginia Theological Seminary (VTS) was founded in 1823 by several slaveholding men — including 
Francis Scott Key, who wrote the national anthem and who so opposed emancipation that he criminally 
prosecuted abolitionist journalists as U.S. attorney in the District of Columbia.  
 

Slaves owned by a construction 
contractor built Aspinwall Hall in 
1841, which now houses the 
seminary’s administrative offices. 
Mount Vernon, George 
Washington’s estate, rented slaves 
to work at the seminary in the 
1850s, and early professors also 
owned slaves. Even after slavery 
ended, VTS remained segregated. 
Black students were not admitted 
until 1951. 
 
In September 2019, VTS designated 

$1.7 million as a reparations endowment fund. The seminary’s dean and president said at the time, 
“Part of our past is explicit racism. We were a Seminary where enslaved persons worked. We 
participated fully in segregation. So we apologize; so we commit to a different future; but we need to do 
more. This fund is our seed — the first step.” 
 
In February 2021, VTS began annual cash payments to descendants of Black Americans forced to work at 
the Seminary during the slavery and Jim Crow eras. Fifteen people received checks of $2,100. 
Genealogists are still trying to confirm identities of enslaved laborers and find more families. Though 
other institutions have created atonement programs, such as scholarships and housing vouchers for 
Black people, VTS’s program may be the first to provide cash.  
 
Sources: https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2019/09/10/virginia-theological-seminary-
reparations-slavery/; https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/31/us/reparations-virginia-theological-
seminary.html.  
 
Retrace your path back to Seminary Road. Turn right and continue west on Seminary Road. At the traffic 
light, turn left onto N. Howard Street. Turn right onto Taney Avenue, then turn left onto N. Pegram 
Street. Turn left onto Holmes Run Parkway, then turn right to join the Holmes Run Trail (watch out for 
bollards). Turn right and go across the bridge over Holmes Run, then continue onto N. Pickett Street. 
Cross Duke Street and continue onto Cameron Station Boulevard. At the traffic circle, take the first exit to 
continue on Cameron Station Boulevard. Turn right to stay on Cameron Station Boulevard. Turn left onto 
Harold Secord Street, then turn right onto Ferdinand Day Drive and stop in front of the entrance to 
Samuel Tucker Elementary School.  
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9. Samuel Tucker Elementary School, 435 Ferdinand 
Day Drive 
Stopping point: in front of the school, on the 
Ferdinand Day Drive side. 
 
Samuel Tucker was born on June 18, 1913 at 918 
Queen Street. He attended segregated schools in 
Alexandria and DC. Attending the segregated schools 
left a deep impression that would later fuel his fire to 
fight for civil rights. He graduated from Howard 
University at 19, becoming a lawyer a year later.  
 
On August 21, 1939, Tucker sent five young African-American men to stage a peaceful protest at the 
whites-only library at 717 Queen Street in Alexandria, VA. The five men were arrested for disorderly 
conduct, but the charges against the men were dropped. In September, the court heard Tucker’s 
petition and agreed that African-Americans should have access to a library.  
 
Throughout the 1950s and 1960s, he was the leading attorney for the NAACP in the state of Virginia. He 
appeared at the Supreme Court at least five times, insisting that the Supreme Court increase its efforts 
to force states to desegregate schools. He ran for Congress twice with the intent to show that African-
Americans have a voice in government. 
 
He died on October 20, 1990. The school was dedicated in his honor 10 years later. The keynote speaker 
at the dedication ceremony was Lyndia Person, one of the students Tucker represented in a school 
desegregation case. She is now the Commonwealth Attorney of Sussex County, Virginia. 
 
Sources: https://www.alexandriava.gov/historic/blackhistory/default.aspx?id=73256; 
https://www.acps.k12.va.us/Page/1450.  
 
Ferdinand Day was born in Alexandria on August 7, 1918. He attended segregated schools in Alexandria 
and DC. He graduated from Minor Teachers College but was unable to teach in his hometown, so he 
ended up working for the State Department instead. He retired from the U.S. Department of State as a 
Foreign Service Reserve Officer in 1978. 
 
Day was active in the civil rights movements in the 1960s, 
and he supported and advised those who were picketing to 
integrate the City. He would say, “Always comport yourself 
in a dignified manner, so the focus is on the issue, not on 
you.” 
 
When the City’s public school board went from 6 to 9 
members in 1964, Day was appointed as one of the three 
new members. He was the only African American on the 
board. With then-Superintendent John Albohm, the new 
board worked to achieve the integration of Alexandria’s 
public schools, a process that was long and contentious. 
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In all, Day served for nearly two decades in the cause of improving local education. He later became vice 
chair and then chair of the school board. When he became chair of the Alexandria School Board, he was 
the first African American chairman of a public school board in Virginia. He also served as vice-chairman 
of both the Northern Virginia and the Virginia State Boards of Community Colleges.  
 
Source: https://alexandrialegends.org/ferdinandday/.  
 
Make a u-turn on Ferdinand Day Drive and head east. At the stop sign, turn right onto Cameron Station 
Boulevard. At the traffic circle, take the first exit onto Brenman Park Drive. Continue into the park. There 
are public bathrooms in the park if you need them. Turn right to go through the parking lot east of the 
lake, then turn left to cross the pedestrian bridge over Holmes Run. Turn right and continue on the 
Holmes Run Trail. Bear left and continue on the trail/sidewalk in front of the animal shelter. At the 
entrance to the animal shelter’s parking lot, turn left onto Eisenhower Avenue. Continue east on 
Eisenhower Avenue. Turn right just before the SpringHill Suites. Turn right toward Cabin Creek 
Road/Frontage Road. Continue onto Cabin Creek Road/Frontage Road, then continue onto Mill Road. 
Continue onto Jamieson Avenue. At the next traffic light, turn left onto the sidewalk at the northwest 
corner of Jamieson Avenue and Dulany Street. Ride north on the westside sidewalk of Dulany Street for 
one block, then turn left into the Duke Street underpass. Take the tunnel. Turn left onto Diagonal Road, 
and you’ll be back at the King Street metro station.  


