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Alexandria Entertainment History Bike Tour 2021 
 
Overview 

 This tour explores some of the sites in Alexandria associated with music, movies, or TV shows.  
 Please note that this is just a sampling of sites in Alexandria associated with entertainment 

history. There are many additional places of interest within the City.  
 The route is about 13.2 miles long, with ten stops along the way.  
 Go to https://ridewithgps.com/routes/36919551 for cuesheets or turn-by-turn directions. 

 
0. Braddock Road Metrorail Station, 700 N. West Street 
Starting point: by the bike lockers in front of the station entrance. 
 
Start your ride by heading south toward E. Braddock Road. Turn right onto E. Braddock Road. Turn right 
onto Mount Vernon Avenue. Turn right into the parking lot for George Washington Middle School.  
 
1. George Washington Middle School, 1005 Mount Vernon Avenue 
Stopping point: in the school parking lot. 
 
Both Cass Elliott and John Phillips of folk rock group The Mamas and the Papas grew up in Alexandria 
and attended George Washington High School (now Middle School). Their families both moved to Del 
Ray when they were little. She acted in the theater department and he played basketball. Although they 
did not overlap at GW, in 1965, Elliot and one of her former bandmates joined with John Phillips and his 
new wife Michelle to form The Mamas and the Papas. The Mamas and the Papas were one of the first 
groups to have both male and female members at a time when most musical groups were single gender. 
The group had quick and smashing success, with “California Dreamin’” and “Monday, Monday” gaining 
popular and critical success in 1966. They were one of the most commercially successful bands of 1966 
and 1967, but broke up in 1968. 
 
Cass Elliot went on to a successful solo career. She had a spectacular flame-out in Las Vegas in 1968 
after a throat illness and her first case of solo jitters caused her voice to break during two concerts on 
the same evening, but she apologized to the audience and recovered her singing reputation soon after. 
Tragically, on the night of July 28, 1974, she died in London of a heart attack in her sleep. She was just 32 
years old. 
 
John Phillips continued to write hits for his own groups and others as well, including the Beach Boys and 
the Grateful Dead. He wrote “San Francisco (Be Sure to Wear Some Flowers in Your Hair)” for his 
daughter McKenzie. Like many of his contemporaries, Phillips struggled with drugs and alcohol. In 1980, 
he was jailed on a narcotics conviction for a month, and then went into rehabilitation. His drinking 
forced him to have a liver transplant in 1992. Phillips died of heart failure in Los Angeles in 2001. 
 
Sources: https://blog.visitalexandriava.com/celebrity-connections/; 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/attic/2016/Attic20160128MamaCass.pdf; 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/attic/2016/Attic20160211MommasAndPapp
as.pdf.  
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Do a u-turn and exit out of the parking lot. Turn right to continue north on Mount Vernon Avenue. Turn 
left onto E. Alexandria Avenue, then turn right onto Commonwealth Avenue. Turn left onto W. Reed 
Avenue. Turn right onto Mount Vernon Avenue, then turn right into the parking lot for the Birchmere.  
 
2. The Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Avenue 
Stopping point: in the parking lot.  
 
The Birchmere is widely known as one of 
the DC area’s most prominent music 
venues. 
 
In the mid-1960s, Gary Oelze purchased a 
restaurant in South Arlington called the 
Birchmere. With little competition in the 
Shirlington neighborhood, it sustained a 
successful lunch business. In order to 
boost the night time part of the business, 
Oelze decided to create a music vibe in 
the evening. Noticing a lively local 
bluegrass presence, he decided to court 
that genre. Bluegrass music first gained a following in Washington after World War II, when people from 
Appalachia moved to the area for jobs and brought the style of music with them. It didn’t take too long 
for the Birchmere to cement its reputation as a hub for bluegrass. In 1983, the Washington Post wrote 
that, “Washington is the acknowledged capital of bluegrass, and the Birchmere is the capital’s capitol.” 
 
Trying to create a musically-focused atmosphere, Oelze would put a “quiet” sign on each table, the same 
one that rests on every table today. He labels his club “a listener’s club” where being able to hear the 
musicians is the top priority. 
 
Oelze started with bluegrass, but it wasn’t too long before the type of music showcased at the 
Birchmere evolved to a feature medley of styles including folk, acoustic, and singer songwriters. It now 
also hosts talented jazz, R&B, and pop artists. Some of the famous names who have played at the 
Birchmere include Ray Charles, B.B. King, Glen Campbell, Jerry Jeff Walker, Lyle Lovett, Mary Chapin 
Carpenter, Vince Gill, Emmylou Harris, Jethroe Burns, Linda Ronstadt, John Prine, and Steve Goodman.    
 
The Birchmere has moved twice in its history. In 1981, it moved from the original Arlington joint to a site 
on Mount Vernon Avenue in Alexandria. It has been at the present location, only a few blocks further 
down Mount Vernon, since 1996. Every space has gotten a little bigger—the first could “legally” hold 
200, but they’d stretch that to 250 and only got busted a few times. The second location fit 350. Today, 
the Birchmere seats 500 in its main performance space, a listening room that serves sit-down meals.  
 
Sources: https://thezebra.org/2020/10/22/the-birchmere-interview-on-camera-and-intimate-
discussing-their-past-present-and-future/; https://boundarystones.weta.org/2019/09/05/birchmere-
gets-its-start. 
 
Do a u-turn and exit out of the parking lot. Turn right to continue north on Mount Vernon Avenue. At the 
traffic light, turn left onto Four Mile Road. Turn left onto Old Dominion Boulevard. Cross W. Glebe Road 
and continue onto Old Dominion Boulevard. At the traffic circle, continue straight to stay on Old 
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Dominion Boulevard. Turn right onto Allison Street, then left onto Cameron Mills Road. At the traffic 
light, turn left onto W. Braddock Road. Turn left onto Lloyds Lane, then right onto Orchard Street, then 
left onto Nicholson Lane. Stop at the end of the cul de sac. 
 
3. Nicholson Lane, where the Foo Fighters recorded an album 
Stopping point: at the end of Nicholson Lane. 
 
Nirvana drummer and Foo Fighters frontman Dave Grohl attended Bishop Ireton High School in 
Alexandria. In the spring of 1999, Grohl moved out of Seattle and bought a house on Nicholson Lane in 
the Del Ray North Ridge area. Fellow Foos Taylor Hawkins and Nate Mendel also moved in. Here, Grohl 
built a 24-track recording studio in the basement and the trio recorded virtually their entire third album, 
“There is Nothing Left to Lose,” which featured the songs “Learn to Fly,” “Breakout” and “Next Year.” 
 
Grohl told Kerrang magazine, “It was one of the most relaxing times of my whole life. All we did was eat 
chili, drink beer and whiskey and record whenever we felt like it. When I listen to that record it totally 
brings me back to that basement. I remember how it smelled and how it was in the spring so the 
windows were open and we’d do vocals until you could hear the birds through the microphone.” 
 
The album won the Grammy for Best Rock Album, and the “Learn to Fly” video also won for Best Short 
Form Music Video. At the Grammys, Grohl told an AP reporter, “We were probably the only band that 
won a Grammy for an album made for free in a basement that year.” 
 
The Foo Fighters began recording their fourth album at Nicholson Lane in 2001, but Brannigan reports 
that they could not recapture the creative mojo of the third album. They moved to Los Angeles to finish 
recording, but two songs from Alexandria — another classic, “All My Life,” and “Have It All” — wound up 
on the album “One By One,” which won the Best Rock Album Grammy for the Foos again. ”All My Life” 
also won for Best Hard Rock Performance. The album also includes the song “Arlandria,” but it’s not 
clear what Grohl or the song has to do with Arlandria.  
 
Sources: https://blog.visitalexandriava.com/celebrity-connections/; 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/the-state-of-nova/post/dave-grohl-bio-cites-many-northern-
va-historical-landmarks-for-future-nirvana-foo-fighters-star/2012/09/28/cb22a58a-0823-11e2-a10c-
fa5a255a9258_blog.html.  
 
Make a u-turn and retrace your way back to Orchard Street. Turn right onto Orchard Street, then left 
onto Lloyds Lane. Turn right onto W. Braddock Road, then left onto W. Windsor Avenue. Turn left onto 
Small Street, then right onto Fontaine Street. Follow Fontaine Street as it curves around, then stop at the 
intersection of Fontaine Street and Woodland Terrace. 
 
4. Jim Morrison’s boyhood home, 310 Woodland Terrace 
Stopping point: at the intersection of Woodland Terrace and Fontaine Street. 
 
Jim Morrison (b. December 8, 1943; d. July 3, 1971) was the lead singer of the rock band The Doors. The 
teenage Morrison moved with his family to Woodland Terrace in January 1959, after Jim’s father Steve 
received a promotion in the military and was reassigned to the Pentagon.  
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According to local author Mark Opsasnick, a 
woman committed suicide in the basement 
of that house in September 1957. As a 
neighbor relayed the details of that tragedy 
to Morrison’s mother, 15-year-old Jim was 
seated at the kitchen table. “As soon as he 
heard this story about how a woman had 
shot herself in the basement, he ran upstairs, 
grabbed a mattress and basically announced 
to his mother that the basement was now his 
bedroom,” said Opsasnick. Later, when asked 
by another neighbor why he chose to sleep in 
such a notorious place, Morrison allegedly 
offered a sinister look and answered, “To get the vibe.” 
 
Morrison had a reputation as a rebel and a loner at George Washington High School, although he 
excelled academically. During that time, Morrison developed into a multi-media artist. He would create 
oil paintings and collages in his basement bedroom, and he would venture into D.C. to listen to bands 
and see films at local art house cinemas. He would buy Salvation Army clothes and cheap hair cuts in 
order to use the leftover allowance to purchase used books. “When he arrived in Alexandria, he had 
very few books with him, maybe four or five,” said Opsasnick. “When he left, his younger brother told 
me he went down to his basement bedroom and counted every book in his collection — it totaled over 
1,000 volumes.”  
 
“That was a complete shock to me when he became a musician because the whole time I knew him he 
never sang a note,” Jeff Morehouse, Morrison’s childhood friend, told Opsasnick. “In high school, the 
best he could do was to start humming in the Alexandria library just to drive the librarian crazy. That was 
probably the only time I ever heard him sing anything.” 
 
After skipping out on his high school graduation in 1961, Morrison distanced himself from his family and 
friends in Alexandria. He left for school in Florida and later moved to California where he met 
keyboardist Ray Manzarek (who passed away in 2013), drummer John Densmore, and guitarist Robby 
Krieger. Together they formed The Doors. Morrison’s struggle with alcohol and drugs intensified when 
The Doors skyrocketed to fame. In 1971, he died of a heart attack at the age of 27. 
 
Sources: https://www.bigwigdigs.com/homes/jim-morrison/167;  
http://www.connectionnewspapers.com/news/2006/aug/02/jim-morrison-the-high-school-years/.  
 
Turn left onto Woodland Terrace. Turn right onto Taylor Avenue, then turn left onto Virginia Avenue. 
Turn right onto Farm Road, then left onto Summit Avenue. Follow Summit Avenue as it curves around to 
the left, then turn right onto Dogwood Drive. Turn left onto Kenwood Avenue. Cross King Street at the 
traffic light and continue toward Alexandria City High School.  
 
5. Alexandria City High School (formerly T.C. Williams High School) 
Stopping point: in the dropoff loop. 
 
Remember the Titans is about Alexandria’s 1971 state football championship team, set during the time 
when Alexandria’s segregated high schools were merging into one school. As the opening credits roll, 
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viewers are told that the movie is “Based on a True Story.” This is an intentionally vague phrase, meant 
to suggest that most of what follows is factual. But is it? 
 

 True: On the way to training camp, all the black players sit on one bus, the white players on 
another. Coach Boone makes them switch around, with the offense on one bus, defense on the 
other, integrating the buses. As Boone explained, “I forced them on each other. I forced them to 
learn each other’s culture. I forced them to be a part of each other’s lives.” 

 False: The movie depicts Alexandria as a town torn apart by racial tensions. “My friend Bill 
Yoast ... told me Disney had taken liberties with the facts, suggesting an overheated atmosphere 
of racial animosities and fears at the school and in the community that just hadn’t existed,” said 
Patrick Welsh, who taught at TC Williams in 1971, in a Washington Post article. 

 False: Someone throws a brick through the window of Coach Boone’s house, calling him “Coach 
coon.” In real life, it was a toilet. As Boone said in his DVD commentary, “I’ve never gotten over 
that incident that particular night, because I could never understand how anybody could feel so 
bad about another human being as to throw a toilet commode through a window.” 

 False: At the start of camp, the team is clearly divided by race, and there’s (diminishing) racial 
conflict throughout most of the season. In real life, there was conflict, but it was because of 
competition for positions, not because of race. With three teams merging into one, many who 
had started at their old schools would be benched. 

 
The following actors and singers are Alexandria natives who attended high school here: 
 
Casey Wilson: Born and raised in Alexandria, actress and writer Casey Wilson graduated from T. C. 
Williams High School, then went on to a career that has included two seasons on “Saturday Night Live,” 
starring roles in the comedy shows “Happy Endings,” “Marry Me” and “Black Monday” and the film 
adaptation of “Gone Girl.” 
 
Dermot Mulroney: Actor Dermot Mulroney (“My Best Friend’s Wedding,” “August: Osage County”) was 
born in Alexandria and graduated from T. C. Williams High School. In a 2012 interview with the 
Alexandria Times, Mulroney reminisced about jumping off piers into the Potomac and running his paper 
route in Rosemont. 
 
Kali Uchis: The Colombian-American “telepatía” singer spent her childhood in Alexandria. Uchis’ big 
break came in 2012 when Snoop Dogg and Tyler, the Creator reached out to her on Twitter after hearing 
her online mix tape. The Grammy-nominated Alexandria native has since collaborated with the likes of 
Rico Nasty, Daniel Caesar, Diplo and more. 
 
Sources: https://www.espn.com/page2/s/closer/020808.html; 
https://blog.visitalexandriava.com/celebrity-connections/.   
 
Exit the dropoff loop and turn right onto King Street. Watch out for the potholes on the right side of the 
street at the base of the hill. Just before you get to the traffic light at Callahan Drive, turn right toward 
the entrance to the George Washington Masonic National Memorial. 
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6. George Washington Masonic National Memorial 
Stopping point: open area in front of the memorial entrance. 
 
The following movies include scenes shot at the 
George Washington Masonic National Memorial:  
 
Jackie (2016). Starring Natalie Portman, Peter 
Sarsgaard, Greta Gerwig, Billy Crudup, John Hurt. 
In this biographical film directed by Pablo Larraín 
and written by Noah Oppenheim, Natalie 
Portman takes on the titular role as Jacqueline 
Kennedy during the days following her husband’s 
assassination.  
 
J. Edgar (2011). Starring Leonardo DiCaprio, 
Armie Hammer, Naomi Watts, Judi Dench, 
Dermot Mulroney. Clint Eastwood’s Leo-led biopic of the F.B.I.’s most notorious director shot several 
scenes at the George Washington Masonic National Memorial. Look closely and you’ll notice that the 
Masonic Memorial looks slightly different—that’s because the filmmakers used CGI to chop off the 
tower! 
 
National Treasure: Book of Secrets (2007). Starring Nicolas Cage, Diane Kruger, Jon Voight, Ed Harris, 
Helen Mirren. Given Alexandria’s important role in American history (and its connection to Freemasons 
like George Washington), it only makes sense that parts of the “National Treasure” sequel were filmed 
in Old Town. The lecture hall in the movie’s opening scene is actually the auditorium inside the George 
Washington Masonic National Memorial. 
 
Source: https://blog.visitalexandriava.com/celebrity-connections/.  
 
Make a u-turn and retrace your way back to King Street. Turn right to continue east on King Street. 
Watch out for potholes as you go under the railroad bridge. Turn right onto Daingerfield Road, then turn 
left onto Prince Street. Turn left onto S. West Street, then stop at the intersection of S. West Street and 
King Street. 
 
7. Rock It Grill 
Stopping point: intersection of West and King Streets. 
 
In a packed Rock It Grill on King Street in Alexandria on a rainy Saturday, the shrieks could be heard a 
mile away. As Alexandria police chief Michael Brown was onstage singing an entertaining, albeit 
imperfect, karaoke rendition of “Footloose” in front of fellow officers and residents, it happened. Kevin 
and Michael Bacon ran up to the stage, pulled out their guitars and started jamming with the chief, 
singing back up. 
 
The Bacon Brothers were in town for their weekend tour stop at the Birchmere and decided to surprise 
patrons at the Karaoke With Cops event, an Alexandria Police Foundation fundraiser following the 
Congressional Baseball shooting in 2017. 
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Many know Kevin from his work as an actor in film and TV; Michael is an Emmy-winning film and TV 
composer. But they started making music together when Kevin was just 12 years old. The Bacon 
brothers describe their music as a mix of folk, rock, soul, and country, and they have worked on nine 
albums together.  
 
Said Kevin, “Alexandria’s been really good to us, because we started playing at the Birchmere probably 
15 years ago. We were a relatively new act and to get to play at the Birchmere was big for us in terms of 
the size of the crowd that we could build and being a band that nobody knows. I mean, they know me, 
but they don’t know the band or the music. It was one of those pockets in the country where we just 
sort of found an audience. And so now, we can come back and do three nights. So, it’s been a good 
yearly gig for us for many years.”  
 
Sources: https://www.washingtonian.com/2017/08/02/kevin-bacon-surprised-alexandria-bar-
performance-footloose/; https://alexandrialivingmagazine.com/upcoming-events/q-a-with-the-bacon-
brothers/.  
 
Continue north on N. West Street. Turn right onto Queen Street. After crossing N. Washington Street, 
turn left onto N. St. Asaph Street. Stop at the corner of N. St. Asaph and Madison Streets.  
 
8. Former site of the Roller Rink 
Stopping point: along Madison Street. 
 
The Alexandria roller rink, also known as the Alexandria Arena, opened on November 23, 1948, at the 
corner of Madison and North St. Asaph streets. It was a massive structure that could accommodate 
3,000 skaters at one time. The venue was so large that it soon served other purposes, hosting 
conferences, dog shows, boxing matches and even performing horses. But beyond roller skating, the 
rink was best known as a concert hall. 
 
In its earliest days Guy Lombardo and his orchestra performed there, and in the late 1960s and early 
1970s, it became a very popular stage for rock acts. Top stars including Janis Joplin, Jethro Tull, and Alice 
Cooper – and his boa constrictor – played the roller rink, which was advertised as a “psychedelic 
ballroom” or the “Alexandria Rock Arena.” Fans paid $4 or $5 for general admission and sat on the floor. 
 
On August 18, 1967, the Roller Rink hosted a homecoming of sorts for Jim Morrison. The Doors played 
an odd D.C. area double-header: a 7:30 pm show at the National Guard Armory in Annapolis, Maryland, 
and a 10:00 pm show at the Alexandria Roller Rink Arena. At the Annapolis show, Morrison got into 
some sort of argument with his bandmates and they refused to travel with him to the Alexandria gig. 
Promoters had to send a separate car for the singer and when Morrison finally arrived at the Roller Rink 
he was staggering drunk and, by multiple accounts, in a very foul mood. 
 
Nonetheless, Morrison apparently put on a grand performance. As long time D.C. radio personality Tom 
Grooms remembered, “Morrison was doing his thing, he was very theatrical, he’d fall down or lay down 
and I thought it was all a part of their act, but I’d never seen anyone gyrate like that before…. I 
remember they did a real long, incredible version of ‘Light My Fire’ and finished with ‘The End.'” 
 
Apparently, that’s when things got a little crazy. Details are sketchy, but according to several people who 
attended the concert, Morrison picked up a cymbal stand and threw it out into the crowd as the band 
played “The End,” gashing a young female fan across the forehead. Then after Jack Alix wrestled the 
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microphone away from him to close the show, Morrison supposedly yelled, “Hey Alexandria!” and gave 
the crowd a one finger salute on his way off stage. 
 
The roller rink later had financial problems and closed for good in 1986. The roller rink, which had 
occupied half a block, was demolished, and a new office and hotel complex was built on the site. 
 
Sources: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/attic/2008/Attic20081002RollerRink.pdf; 
https://boundarystones.weta.org/2013/06/10/jim-morrison%E2%80%99s-not-so-happy-homecoming.  
 
Turn right onto Madison Street, then left onto N. Fairfax Street. Turn right onto Canal Center Plaza and 
stop by the fountain. 
 
9. Café 44 (formerly Fleetwood’s) 
Stopping point: in the courtyard. 
 
Mick Fleetwood of Fleetwood Mac opened a 600-seat restaurant and blues club here in 1994. 
Fleetwood Mac had broken up in 1982, but after the Clinton campaign chose “Don’t Stop (Thinking 
About Tomorrow)” as a campaign anthem, Fleetwood Mac reunited for the 1993 inaugural. There, 
Fleetwood met a few local investors not averse to cashing in on the drummer’s new-found celebrity and 
Clinton connections. Fleetwood invested money in the venture, leased a historic town house on 
Cameron Street, and charmed city officials (although a flustered Mayor Patsy Ticer inadvertently 
introduced him to a television camera as “Mick Jagger”). He even addressed City Manager Vola Lawson 
as “luv,” something few would-be entrepreneurs would have the cheek to do.  
 
Fleetwood’s restaurant closed after a few years and is now home to Café 44. 
 
Source: https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/lifestyle/1994/07/19/mick-fleetwood-slept-
here/fffe7332-77c6-4df4-b6b5-b6acd9c5a9af/.  
 
Make a u-turn and head west on Canal Center Plaza, which will become First Street. Turn right onto N. 
Royal Street, then left onto Bashford Lane. After crossing N. Washington Street, stop at the intersection 
of Bashford Lane and Powhatan Street.  
 
10. Vaso’s (formerly Dixie Pig BBQ) 
Stopping point: at the intersection of Bashford 
Lane and Powhatan Street. 
 
Quite a few episodes of Aaron Sorkin’s classic 
serial political drama The West Wing were 
filmed in Alexandria, but the most extensive 
shoot took place for part two of the second 
season premiere, “In the Shadow of Two 
Gunmen.” The episode opens with an assassin 
stepping outside the former Dixie Pig restaurant 
near Old Town for a smoke when he is 
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immediately surrounded by dozens of federal agents. 
 
Source: https://blog.visitalexandriava.com/celebrity-connections/.  
 
Turn left onto Powhatan Street, then make a slight right onto N. Columbus Street. Turn left onto Wythe 
Street and follow Wythe Street back to the Braddock Road metro station. 
  


