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Alexandria Women’s History Walking Tour 2022 
 
Overview 

 This tour explores some of the women-owned businesses in Old Town Alexandria.  
 Please note that this tour cover just a few of the many women-owned businesses in Alexandria.  
 The route is about one mile long, with stops at thirteen sites.  
 Go to https://ridewithgps.com/routes/38657921 for cuesheets or turn-by-turn directions. 

 
0. Starting point: 916 King Street, by the parking lot. 
 
Start your walk by turning left out of the parking lot, heading west on King Street. At the intersection of 
King Street and S. Patrick Street, cross over to the NW corner of that intersection. Stop next to the 
Turkish Coffee Lady.  
 
1. Turkish Coffee Lady, 1001 King Street 
 
Gizem Salcigil White has been working to introduce Americans to the ancient art of Turkish coffee for 
the last decade. In 2012, White created the Turkish Coffee Truck, which began by driving around area 
universities and other sites in D.C. “I realized, you know, Americans love their morning coffee, and Turks 
have this 500-year-old coffee culture, so that was a very important communication tool to bring people 
together,” White told WTOP. Her truck eventually traveled all along the East Coast and abroad to the 
Netherlands, Belgium, France and Canada. BBC dubbed her the Turkish Coffee Lady, a name she 
embraced, and she was even recognized by Congress for fostering U.S.-Turkish friendship. 
 
She opened a brick-and-mortar store in 2017 at Tysons Corner Center. But right after the store opened, 
White was diagnosed with breast cancer and had to go to Turkey, where her family could help care for 
her daughter while she underwent chemotherapy and surgery. Her team kept the store going until she 
was able to return to the United States. Then came the pandemic, which forced her to close the store in 
May 2020. As a cancer survivor, White was in a high-risk category, so she pivoted her business model, 
launching online “coffee talks” with fellow women. Those online talks led to the Turkish Coffee Lady 
Foundation, which supports fellow women entrepreneurs and promotes gastro-diplomacy.  
 
After securing a federal grant from the Restaurant Revitalization Fund, White looked for a location to 
open up another shop. The Turkish Coffee Lady location in Old Town officially opened on January 22, 
2022. White’s shop offers traditional coffee fortune readings, with proceeds going to her foundation. 
The shop also offers pastries like baklava and vintage goods from Turkey, and features the work of artist 
Hasan Kale, who creates “micro scenes” out of coffee grounds. 
 
Source: https://wtop.com/alexandria/2022/02/turkish-coffee-lady-brings-caffeine-and-culture-to-old-
town-alexandria/.  
 
Continue walking west on King Street. The next stop, Current Boutique, is just a few doors down. 
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2. Current Boutique, 1009 King Street 
 
Current Boutique was founded in 2007 by Carmen Lopez, an expert in fashion, style, and bargain 
shopping. Her parents taught her the value of hard work from a young age. Her father Miquel was born 
in Mexico, worked in the steel mills of Buffalo, New York, and then moved to DC, working as a 
groundskeeper for the Library of Congress for over 30 years. Her mother, Ana, born in Puerto Rico, 
worked sixty-hour weeks for nearly 30 years assisting the elderly at a local retirement community. Lopez 
herself began working numerous jobs starting in high school and college in order to save money, 
knowing that one day she wanted to own her own business.  
 
The inspiration for her business came from shopping at second-hand shops while growing up. Being on a 
tight budget, she had to be creative with her outfits, sifting through racks to find a diamond in the 
rough. She never threw anything away, instead finding ways to sell or trade the clothes to her friends. 
So she decided to open a clothing boutique to help savvy shoppers recycle their wardrobes with the best 
fashion designers in the market. At the age of 28, she invested her entire life savings and signed a 10-
year lease on a retail space for her first store in Clarendon. She didn't take a paycheck for an entire year, 
and she lived and breathed her business. There were days she thought to herself, “Is this really worth it? 
Is it worth all my sacrifice?” But Lopez now owns four Current Boutiques, in Clarendon, Old Town, DC, 
and Bethesda, and has built a community where women can bring their pre-loved designer gems and 
recycle them into new-to-her designer outfits. 
 
As Lopez told Cosmopolitan: “all you dreamers out there, if you see an opportunity, go for it. Be 
prepared to work long hours to make it come true. Instant gratification is not the way to success. 
There's a big risk in doing what I did, but to me success is even sweeter now that I can look back and say 
I made the right decision.” 
 
Sources: https://www.cosmopolitan.com/career/advice/a4925/carmen-lopez-latina-like-me/, 
https://currentboutique.com/pages/our-story.  
 
Continue walking west on King Street. The next stop, Pink & Brown Boutique, is about a block west. 
 
3. Pink & Brown Boutique, 1129 King Street 
 
Lan Le opened Pink & Brown, a children’s boutique, in 2008. Before opening the store, Le was working 
as an accountant. But after her son was born, he developed severe allergies and eczema. Le began 
searching for clothing made from organic cottons that were breathable and products made with natural 
ingredients and dyes. After coming up empty handed, she decided to make it easier for other parents to 
find the healthiest and safest products for their children.  
 
The name of the store comes from the paint colors in her daughter’s room, which was painted in pink 
and brown stripes. Only weeks away from opening the store, Le still didn’t have a name for the store, so 
in desperation she named the store after the colors of her daughter’s room. Looking back, Le is happy 
that she chose the name Pink & Brown: it’s simple and easy for kids to remember. 
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At Pink & Brown, quality, safety, eco-friendliness, and fair trade continue to be top priorities. Another 
quality Le looks for is how passionate the designer is about the products they create. In her view, when 
designers are passionate and truly believe in their products, they take greater care in every aspect of the 
design and how it’s made. 
 
Source: https://pinkandbrownboutique.com/blogs/pb-bloom/pink-brown-then-now.  
 
Continue walking west on King Street and cross Fayette Street. The next stop, Penny Post, is at the 
northwest corner. 
 
4. Penny Post, 1201 King Street 
 
In 2007, Amy Rutherford opened Red Barn Mercantile in Old Town. But the gift shop didn't have enough 
space for her to fully realize her dream of selling paper products. When a lease opened up at 1201 King 
Street ten years later, she seized the opportunity to set up Penny Post. The store now sells cards from 
makers around the U.S. and the world, as well as stationery, office supplies, pens, pencils, and more. 
The name “Penny Post” is based on the fact that in the first postal service in Great Britain, it cost a 
penny per letter. 
 
Card sales skyrocketed after the pandemic began. “Folks are trying to stay as connected as possible,” 
Rutherford said. “It shows you’ve gone the extra mile when you write a letter or send a card; I think we 
really needed that extra touch during COVID.” On the shop’s website, every staff member gets a little 
“get to know me” section. Rutherford’s lets customers know she’s a former Air Force brat, prefers 
pencils to pens, loves the movie Sleepless in Seattle, has Maine on her bucket list for travel, and views 
the Blackwing Matte Pencil Set as her favorite product in the store. 
 
Sources: https://patch.com/virginia/oldtownalexandria/owner-red-barn-mercantile-opens-penny-post,  
https://northernvirginiamag.com/style/shopping/2021/08/27/penny-post/.  
 
Continue walking west on King Street and cross Fayette Street. The next stop, Stitch Sew Shop, is a few 
doors down. 
 
5. Stitch Sew Shop, 1219 King Street 
 
Self-taught sewing enthusiast Kalle Thompson opened Stitch Sew Shop in 2016. She’s always been a 
crafter — “everything from cross stitch, to knitting, to sewing, and lots of other crafty endeavors. When 
my oldest child was a baby, I started quilting, and that led to sewing clothes for her, which led to sewing 
clothes for myself.” Thompson hopes to revive the lost art of sewing that so many previous generations 
celebrated. At Stitch Sew Shop, you can rent sewing machine stations by the hour, take regular classes, 
or participate in weekend-long mini-retreats with well-known “sew-lebrities.” According to Thompson, 
what makes her shop unique is the fact that she sources quality fabrics, patterns, tools, and notions 
from all over the world. “With a focus on natural fibers, our fabrics are perfect for garment sewing. We 
stock an enormous selection of patterns from independent designers.” 
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Sources: https://blog.visitalexandriava.com/unexpected-shopping-experiences-in-alexandria-va/, 
https://fibrespace.com/2016/04/stitch-sew-shops-grand-opening-completes-old-town-craft-trifecta/.  
 
Continue walking west on King Street, crossing Payne and West Streets. Stop at MK Salon. 
 
6. MK Salon & Spa, 1401 ½ King Street 
 
Glenda Saravia is the owner of MK Salon & Spa in Old Town. MK Salon is a full-service salon, offering 
messages, facials, nail services as well as hair styling services for men and women. Saravia is originally 
from El Salvador, and she immigrated to the United States in 2004. Owning her own salon was a long-
time dream of hers. In 2019, she had the opportunity to buy this salon and took the opportunity full 
force. She started her business just a few months before the pandemic hit. The pandemic was an 
enormous challenge to overcome, but the salon is continuing to hang in and survive. In 2021, the salon 
was scheduling private appointments for clients on Tuesdays and Thursdays, upon request, to make sure 
everyone felt comfortable.  
 
Source: https://alexandriaecon.org/2021/03/growing-in-alx-mk-salon-spa/.  
 
Continue walking west on King Street and cross Peyton Street. Stop at Hooray for Books.  
 
7. Hooray for Books, 1555 King Street 
 
Before opening Hooray for Books, Ellen Klein was a freelance writer, international trade lawyer, 
backpacker, NASA intern, archaeologist, and theater usher. She also worked part-time at the bookstore 
that used to be on this site, A Likely Story, for several years. When A Likely Story closed in November 
2007, Klein and another former staffer took over the store’s old space and opened Hooray for Books as 
an independent children’s bookstore.  
 
Years ago, Klein started the Youth Advisory Council, which provides advance copies of books to students 
from elementary-school-age through high school. They read and serve as a focus group, Klein says: 
“They tell us, ‘Buy a lot of this one,’ or ‘Don’t buy this, no one’s going to like it.’” Reviews are published 
in the store’s newsletter. Hooray for Books has popular weekday and weekend story times, which bring 
in 20 to 30 kids and give parents a chance to socialize, as well as author events that can draw hundreds 
of fans. An expansion in 2015 allowed Klein to stock a new section of the store with bestsellers and 
history books, but the store’s focus remains children’s books.  
 
Sources: https://www.hooray4books.com/about/staff, http://voices.washingtonpost.com/small-
business/2008/06/hooray_for_kids_books.html,  
https://www.washingtonpost.com/goingoutguide/how-do-indie-bookstores-compete-with-amazon-
personality--and-a-sense-of-community/2019/02/21/5ba69206-313f-11e9-86ab-
5d02109aeb01_story.html.  
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Make a u-turn and head east on King Street. At the intersection with Peyton Street, cross over to the 
south side of King Street. Turn right onto S. West Street, using the sidewalk on the east side of the street. 
Stop at fibre space. 
 
8. fibre space, 1319 Prince Street 
 
Danielle Romanetti opened fibre space at this location in 2009. Romanetti has been knitting since the 
age of six, when she completed her first project – a Cabbage Patch doll scarf. She moved to the DC area 
to pursue a career in non-profit management and fundraising. For extra cash, she taught knitting classes 
in the evening at area shops. With her sarcastic and “tough love” style of teaching, she quickly 
developed a following of students. In October 2006, she launched Knit-a-Gogo, Inc., offering knitting 
classes and events all over the DC metro area. The natural next step was a full-service yarn shop, and 
fibre space was born. The store had to do a serious pivot when the pandemic hit, switching to online 
classes, curbside pick-up, and “getting started” knitting kits for homebound Alexandrians looking for 
new hobbies.  
 
In March 2021, Romanetti welcomed the America’s first female vice president, Kamala Harris, to fibre 
space. It was Harris’ first visit outside the White House since taking office. Harris talked about the 
American Rescue Plan, President Joe Biden’s $1.9 trillion proposal to boost the economy amid a 
continuing pandemic, and heard from Romanetti about the concerns and fears of the small business 
community. Romanetti later appeared on a “Women Making History” special on Lifetime, hosted 
political events, and was featured on GMA3, an offshoot of Good Morning America. In October 2021, 
fibre space tied with The Jen Walker Team in being awarded the Small Business of the Year award by 
The Chamber ALX. 
 
Sources: https://alexandrialivingmagazine.com/business/vice-president-kamala-harris-visits-fibre-space-
in-old-town-/, https://fibrespace.com/team/danielle/, https://www.alxnow.com/2021/11/24/making-
knit-happen-danielle-romanetti-of-fibre-space-and-her-secret-to-success-in-alexandria/.  
 
Walk northeast on Commerce Street. Continue until you reach the intersection of Commerce Street, S. 
Fayette Street, and King Street. Stop at Imagine Artwear.  
 
9. Imagine Artwear, 1124 King Street 
 
Owner Carol Supplee first discovered the American crafts world as a journalism and history major at 
Northwestern University. When her husband was transferred to Virginia, she transferred to George 
Washington University to continue her education and graduated with degrees in art history and 
museology. She had a fifteen-year career in bank marketing, but lost her job when the savings and loan 
crisis hit. That was when she discovered Fiber Designs in Old Town, and her interest in fiber arts was 
reborn. In 1992, she combined her skills in marketing and her love of fiber art and bought the store. “I 
wasn’t sure that I had made the right decision and I would cry all the way in on my drive to work,” she 
remembers. Then she began to carry designs from small studio designers and held her first trunk show. 
“The Washington Post wrote a very positive article and customers began to show up. This is when I 
knew it would be all right,” she says. 
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A few years later, she changed the name to Imagine Artwear, and she moved the store to its current 
location in 1997. Today she carries the best in contemporary clothing, jewelry, and crafts by American 
artists. The store is like a gallery dedicated to displaying the talents of weavers, painters, surface 
designers, jewelers, potters, glass artists and furniture makers. 
 
Supplee is also active in KiSMET, the King Street Metro Enterprise Team, and commissioned the mural 
on the side of Imagine Artwear as a tribute to the Alexandria business community. The artist, Len Garon, 
began painting the mural in October 2019 and finalized it in December 2020. The top right of the mural 
shows Hobbes -- Supplee’s dog and Imagine Artwear’s Chief Marketing Officer -- flying an airplane, 
pulling the theme banner: Love Is All You Need. Carol is also depicted in the mural, standing with Peggy 
Amsterdam, of The American Freedom Train Foundation, on a trip to China in 1988. 
 
Sources: https://oldtowncrier.com/2017/12/01/carol-supplee-and-imagine-artwear/,  
https://thezebra.org/2020/12/04/kismet-mural-unveiled-with-ribbon-cutting/.  
 
Walk east on King Street. Cross Henry Street and stop at the corner, next to Lori’s Table. 
 
10. Lori’s Table, 1028 King Street 
 
Lori’s Table is owned and operated by Lori and Ann Feeley-Leetz. From the time Lori’s Table opened in 
2017, the restaurant has offered classic food in a warm, inviting atmosphere. During the pandemic, 
Lori’s Table continued to cook and deliver TAG Meals (Take and Go Meals), and also provided nearly 
2000 Meals of Hope to first responders, food pantries, homeless shelters and front-line workers. 
Unfortunately, the slowdown in business financially affected Feeley-Leetz’s ability to make necessary 
repairs and replace equipment for Lori’s Table. She launched a GoFundMe in October 2021 to help with 
some of the expenses. The donations enabled her to buy an expresso maker and expand the café’s 
offerings to include specialty espressos and cappuccinos.  
 
Sources: https://loristables.com/, https://www.gofundme.com/f/loris-table-needs-a-hand.  
 
11. Hank’s Oyster Bar, formerly at 1026 King Street 
 
Jamie Leeds is self-taught chef who began her career in New York in the early 1980s at Danny Meyer’s 
famed Union Square Cafe, working her way up from potato peeler to sous chef. She spent 1991 in 
France honing her skills before returning stateside. She was nominated as a 2003 “Rising Culinary Star” 
in the Restaurant Association of Metropolitan Washington’s awards. In May 2005, Leeds opened her 
first restaurant, Hank’s Oyster Bar, in D.C.’s Dupont Circle, serving what she coined “urban beach food.” 
The restaurant was named for her father, whom she credits as her inspiration for becoming a chef. The 
second Hank’s Oyster Bar location opened on King Street in 2007, and was voted as “Best Neighborhood 
Restaurant” in both the 2008 and 2014 RAMMY Awards. The Alexandria location of Hank’s Oyster Bar 
will be moving and reopening in North Old Town in April 2022.  
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Outside the kitchen, Leeds has been an active community leader. As the former President of Women 
Chefs and Restaurateurs, she worked with the organization to support and empower young women in 
the industry by providing resources, scholarships, and mentorship opportunities. She was selected as 
one of 15 Washington Business Journal “Business of Pride” honorees in recognition of her outstanding 
practices in advancing LGBTQ leadership and equality. She is also an active fundraiser and supporter of 
the Chesapeake Bay Foundation’s “Save the Bay” efforts, serving as the 2020 host sponsor of the 
organization’s popular annual “D.C. On the Half Shell” event. 
 
Source: https://jlrestaurants.com/about/.  
 
Continue walking east on King Street. Before you cross Henry Street, stop at Bellacara.  
 
12. Bellacara, 1000 King Street 
 
Bellacara is currently owned by Celthia Corsino. She and her husband fell in love with the beauty and 
charm of Old Town, and they moved into an apartment just outside the historic district in 1994. For over 
two decades, she worked in sales and management in the retail and the beauty industry. After a 13-year 
stint at Neiman Marcus Tysons Galleria, she started her own business, Makeup by Celthia, serving the 
D.C. and New York City areas as a professional makeup artist. She freelanced for several high-end 
makeup and skincare brands, supported events, and was on call for a top D.C. salon. She had been 
working as a makeup artist at Bellacara for four years when the previous owner approached her about 
taking over the reins. Corsino says that owning Bellacara is “truly is a dream come true! It has come full 
circle not just from the retail and beauty aspect, but the fact that 25 years ago, I got married two doors 
down from Bellacara!” 
 
Source: https://alexandriastylebook.com/alexandria-stylebook/a-dream-come-true-bellacara-2021.  
 
Look across the street to the east side of S. Patrick Street, where you’ll see Jeni’s Splendid Ice Creams. 
 
13. Jeni’s Splendid Ice Creams, 102 S. Patrick Street 
 
Jeni Britton Bauer vividly recalls the moment her grandmother put her on the path to becoming an ice 
cream entrepreneur at just 10 years old. “She was standing in the kitchen stirring a pot, and she stopped 
me in my tracks and said: ‘Jeni, you’re so lucky because you can be whatever you want to be. You can be 
a doctor, lawyer, an astronaut. It wasn’t like that for me.’” Britton Bauer remembers thinking, “Well if 
that’s true then I’ll be an ice cream maker.” 
 
Britton Bauer took a job at a local ice cream parlor when she was just 15. She loved it, despite getting 
blisters from scooping. While attending Ohio State University as an art major, she realized that scent is a 
vital component of ice cream. She quickly became obsessed with making ice cream at home, blending 
together essential oils like rose and cayenne with a vanilla or chocolate base. She eventually quit art 
school and started a small shop called Scream Ice Cream in Columbus’ North Market in 1996. Her first 
shop was not a financial success. She eventually closed it, spent the next two years fine-tuning the 
business, and opened a revamped shop simply called Jeni’s at North Market in 2002. Starting at a 
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farmer’s market in Columbus, Ohio meant that the rent was cheap, plus she had direct access to farmers 
and a wide community of specialty chocolate and spice vendors. Columbus is also located within a day’s 
drive of roughly 60% of the population in North America, which allowed Jeni’s to grow a shipping 
business just two years after opening. By 2019, Jeni’s had expanded to 36 scoop shops across the 
country, from Los Angeles to Atlanta, as well as grocery stores and online sales. Part of the draw of Jeni’s 
ice cream is that the company is committed to using high-quality, sustainable ingredients from local 
farmers and producers, even though this takes more work and can be more costly.  
 
Source: https://www.cnbc.com/2019/07/19/meet-the-woman-whos-name-is-on-2-million-pints-of-ice-
cream.html.  
 
Continue walking east on King Street and you’ll be back to the starting point.  


